
 Tips for a Successful Retreat: 
• Bring your whole parish.  As a general rule, re-
treats planned for the entire parish generate more 
momentum and have a greater long-term impact. 

• Come for a weekend: with the exception of sen-
iors retreats, weekends are the best time to maxi-
mize your participation. 

• Plan your retreat six months in advance to allow 
ample time for preparation and promotion. 

• Create and publish a schedule for your retreat 
as soon as possible.  People like to know what they 
will be doing, and a well-planned  schedule is your 
best promotional tool. 

• Overpromote: send a save-the-date message to 
your parish as soon as you confirm your reservation 
at the Ranch, publish regular reminders, and inten-
sify promotion as the date approaches. 

• Bring your priest.  If at all possible, the priest 
should find a substitute and plan to come to the 
Ranch with his community. 

• Call for help: the staff at St. Nicholas Ranch will 
be glad to help you with all aspects of planning and 
promoting your retreat! 

BUILD YOUR 
PARISH 

RETREAT 

St. Nicholas Ranch 
Conference & Retreat Center 

38526 Dunlap Road 
PO Box 400 

Dunlap, CA 93621 

Phone: 559.338.2103 
Fax: 559.338.0065 

www.stnicholasranch.org 
info@stnicholasranch.org 

At the Ranch, you will see that a parish 
that plays together, prays together 

“Those from St. John’s who had never been to the Ranch 

were immediately taken aback not only by the beauty of 

the surroundings, but by the serenity that permeates 

every corner of the grounds. I cannot think of a better 

and more convenient place for relationship-building in a 

community both with the members and Jesus Christ, than 

St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center.”   

Fr. John Roll,  

St. John the Baptist Church, Salinas, California 

 

St. Nicholas Ranch 
Conference & Retreat Center 

 

Make the Ascent.  Any Time of Year.  

Don’t Just Retreat.  Ascend. 

St. Nicholas Ranch 
Conference & Retreat Center 



S P I R I T U A L  A C T I V I T I E S  

D I V I N E  L I T U R G Y  ◊  V E S P E R S  ◊  O R T H R O S  ◊  

P A R A K L E S I S  ◊  S E R V I C E S  I N  T H E  B A R N  ◊  

P R A Y E R S  A T  T H E  C R O S S  ◊  C O N F E S S I O N S  ◊  

Q & A  W I T H  A  P R I E S T  ◊  N I G H T  W I T H  G O D  ◊  

V I S I T  T H E  M O N A S T E R Y  ◊  T O U R  T H E  

K A T H O L I K O N  

G R E A T  D I S C U S S I O N S  

F O C U S  O N  T H E  F A I T H .   F O C U S  O N  T H E  B I -

B L E .   H O L D  A  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  T H E  F A M I L Y .   

T H E  I D E A S  A R E  E N D L E S S !   T H E  R A N C H  I S  A  

G R E A T  P L A C E  F O R  S P I R I T U A L  R E N E W A L  A N D  

R E L I G I O U S  E D U C A T I O N .   W E  H A V E  T W O  S P A -

C I O U S  C O N F E R E N C E  R O O M S  A N D  F O U R  C O Z Y  

B R E A K - O U T  R O O M S .   Y O U  C A N  H A V E  T R A D I -

T I O N A L  T H E A T R E - S T Y L E  S E A T I N G ,    R O U N D -

T A B L E  D I S C U S S I O N S ,  O R  F I R E S I D E  C H A T S .  

A N D  G R E A T  F O O D !  

A T  T H E  R A N C H  W E  C A N  C O O K  G R E E K  F O O D  

L I K E  Y O U R  Y I A - Y I A  A N D  B A R B E C U E  L I K E  T H E  

W I L D  W E S T .   Y O U  C A N  C H O O S E  Y O U R  M E N U ,  

O R  O U R  C H E F S  W I L L  M A K E  T H E  M E N U  F O R  

Y O U …  I T ’ S  Y O U R  C H O I C E ,  N O  O N E  L E A V E S  

T H E  R A N C H  H U N G R Y .     

St. Nicholas Ranch: 
Build the Perfect Parish Retreat 

 
Nestled in the beautiful foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains lies St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center.  
A ministry of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San 
Francisco, this impressive facility was created to serve 
the needs of the Orthodox Christian community by host-
ing camps, retreats, and seminars promoting Orthodox 
religious education and spiritual formation.  It’s also a 
place to get together, relax, and have family fun! 

The Ranch is an ideal setting for your parish to hold a 
retreat.  This brochure is intended to help you design 
your Ranch weekend.  It will help you see the kind of 
things that you can do as a parish. 

Here are things to consider when planning your retreat. 
What part of the year would you like to have your re-
treat?  What are your preferred dates?  How many 
nights would you like to stay?   

Parishes have used the Ranch in a variety of ways:  
family camps, topical retreats, parish planning meet-
ings, young adult retreats, children’s retreats, senior 
citizen camps, men’s/women’s retreats, father-son/
mother-daughter getaways, festival planning meet-
ings… and much more!   

What are the needs of your parish? 

D U R I N G  Y O U R  R E T R E A T  Y O U  W I L L  H A V E :  

A  G R E A T  P L A C E  T O  S T A Y  

A T  T H E  R A N C H  W E  H A V E  N E W L Y  R E N O V A T E D  

L O D G E  R O O M S  W H E R E  Y O U R  P A R I S H I O N E R S  C A N  

S T A Y  I N  R E S O R T - S T Y L E  C O M F O R T .    O U R  D O R M I -

T O R Y  R O O M S  A R E  E S P E C I A L L Y  A P P R O P R I A T E  F O R  

Y O U T H ,  Y O U N G  A D U L T ,  A N D  S I N G L E S  E V E N T S .   

F U N  A N D  G A M E S  

A R C H E R Y  ◊  B A R B E C U E S  ◊  H A Y R I D E S  ◊  L U A U  ◊  

G R E E K  N I G H T  ◊  A R T S  &  C R A F T S  ◊  C A M P F I R E  ◊  

T A L E N T  S H O W  ◊  S K I T  N I G H T  ◊  A P P L E  P I C K I N G  ◊  

F I S H I N G  ◊  S W I M M I N G  ◊  B A S K E T B A L L  ◊  V O L L E Y -

B A L L  ◊  S O C C E R  ◊  K I D S  G A M E S  ◊  N A T U R E  W A L K S  

W I T H  B I O L O G I S T  D A V E  M C F A D D E N  ◊  A N  E V E N I N G  

W I T H  J O H N  M U I R  ◊  K A F E N E I O  N I G H T  ◊  D I S C U S -

S I O N S  ◊  S T A R G A Z I N G  ◊  M U S I C  W O R K S H O P  ◊  A N D  

M U C H  M O R E !  

F I E L D  T R I P S  

T O :  S E Q U O I A  N A T I O N A L  P A R K  ◊  K I N G S  C A N Y O N  

( S U M M E R  O N L Y )  ◊  T H E  G I A N T  F O R E S T  ◊  

G R A N T S  G R O V E  ◊  C R Y S T A L  C A V E S  ◊  L O D G E  

P O L E  ◊  T H E  K I N G S  R I V E R  ◊  W O L V E R T O N  S N O W  

P L A Y  A R E A  ◊  C O L U M B I N E  P I C N I C  G R O U N D S  ◊  

C A T  H A V E N  ◊  P I N E  F L A T  R E S E R V O I R  ◊  H U M E  

L A K E  ◊  S Q U A W  V A L L E Y  H E R B  G A R D E N S  

S E R V I C E  P R O J E C T S  

B A R N  R E S T O R A T I O N  ◊  H E L P  T H E  N U N S  ◊  R E -

S T O R E  T H E  R A N C H ’ S  N A T U R E  T R A I L S  ◊  U S D A  

F O O D  D I S T R I B U T I O N  P R O G R A M  


